Objective: The purpose of this study was to analyze the ability of septicemic and nonsepticemic isolates of group B streptococci (GBS) to inhibit in vitro the principal bacterial groups found in the normal bacterial flora of the female genital tract.
tostreptococci (which now incorporate peptococci), and Bacteroidaceae. Group B streptococci (GBS) constitute a potentially important subgroup within the streptococci. Not only are they frequent inhabitants of the bacterial flora of the female genital tract, but they are also the most common endogenous cause of monomicrobial disease for both parturitional gravidas and neonates. The mechanisms that determine their presence, dominance, or exclusion are poorly delineated.
This study was carried out to analyze the ability of 23 isolates of GBS derived from septicemia patients and 18 isolates of GBS derived from vaginal specimens to inhibit other gram-positive or gramvariable bacteria that may be constituents of the bacterial flora of the female genital tract.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Strains
The isolates of streptococci were provided by Mi- Our demonstration of the in vitro ability of GBS to inhibit streptococci, lactobacilli, diphtheroids, G. vaginalis, and most hemolytic and nonhemolytic streptococci infers that GBS may be significant regulators of the bacterial flora of the female genital tract (Fig. 2) . The presence of GBS in the vaginal flora may be determined by the absence of coagulase-negative staphylococci or selected strains of enterococci. The studies of bacterial inhibition in the literature, coupled with the present observations, infer that the ability of GBS to participate in progressive polymicrobial anaerobic infection may result as a consequence of the inhibition of coagulasenegative staphylococci by Bacteroidaceae. 28 
